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GBCOA Executive Members 

  Past President:  Brent Olynyk  

  President:   Wayne Betker 

  Vice President: Carly Friesen 

  Treasurer:  Catherine Schalla 

  Secretary:   Un-Filled     

  Member at Large:  Mike Ross 

  Board Members:  Sandra Marriott-Silver, Kerry Forgeron,   

    Tracey Kirby-Savard, Lea Rioux, Judy Hall, 

    Shelly Rogne,  Dave Rogne, Doren Roberts, 

    Marnie Rand-Gadient, Sheryl Holmes, 

    Irv Simmonds  & Graham Silver 

  Bingo Coordinator: Lisa Radlinsky 

Memorial Bench Restoration 
 
Parks were happy to let us know that they are in the middle of a 

long-term restoration process in order to tackle the large task of 

refinishing the many memorial benches situated throughout the 

townsite. They are aware of all benches in need of repair and the 

employee is up to the task.  

 

Many thanks to Parks staff for making this a priority.  

 

Carly Friesen 

The photo of the deer on the front page was taken at the corner of 

 4th Ave. and 2nd Street in Grand Beach in September 2015 
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President’s Message  

 

As the summer season comes to an end, it is time to reflect on how the 

season went by so quickly and what we accomplished. The weather 

was great and the mosquitoes were almost non-existent so we were all 

able to spend a lot of time outdoors. A big thank you to all the board 

members and volunteers who work tirelessly to make your experience at 

Grand Beach full of great memories. A special thank you to our club 

supervisors – Ashley, Morgan, Gillian, and Matt. The kids enjoyed the 

crafts and sporting activities and connect with each of you. 

One of the goals of your GBCOA board is to try and provide activities for 

all ages and for the most part, I think we have achieved that goal. The 

season started with our perogy and chili dog evening, followed by the 

Canada Day celebration and Sports Day. Two book & bake sales 

continue to attract big crowds looking for reading materials and 

wonderful baking. Of course we have bingo and movies each week for 

all ages and craft activities for the children 4 days a week. Crib Night & 

Trivia Night both attract cottagers looking for something different. The St. 

Paddy’s evening was unique with skits, comedy, a game, and dancing. 

The bike rally was a huge success with over 130 riders in costume with 

the theme being Children’s TV Shows. We ended the season with a Hoe 

Down dinner dance with most attendees wearing their best western 

outfit. All those line dancing lessons from Judy Hall came in handy. A 

family dance and Lip Sync will complete the year. 

In August we hosted a Park Appreciation barbeque for all the park 

employees. This year we had approximately 30 park employees attend 

and they all enjoyed the hamburgers and smokies. Thank you for your 

efforts in keeping the park clean & maintained. 

Wayne Betker 
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PRESIDENT’S AWARD 

This year I was pleased to present the President’s Award to Lisa Radlinsky for 

her continued wiliness to volunteer for a number of events. Lisa has been a 

board member & subsequently our Bingo Coordinator since 2016. Lisa has run 

the bingo evening for a number of years; organized and run the Crib Night; 

cleaned the medical clinic between practitioners; ordered and picked up 

cleaning supplies; plus drinks, candy, & popcorn for the canteen.  

Thank you Lisa! 

I was also pleased to present a second President’s Award to Gray’s Food 

Services for their enormous support in raising funds for our playground 

structure project. The Gray family has held a number of breakfast brunch and 

evening dinner fundraising events throughout the past two years. Their 

dedication and generosity has raised several thousand dollars for the 

playground.  

Thank you to Paul & Priscella and Tyler & Cola Gray, we can’t thank 

you enough! 

Wayne Betker 

WHAT ARE THOSE BRASS FITTINGS ON ALL THE WATER TAPS? 

 

Parks installed brass fittings to all the water taps as a safety 

precaution to prevent possible flow back from hoses and power 

washes. Without those devices, there was a small possibility of our 

water system being contaminated resulting in a significant cost to 

decontaminate. Your hoses do connect to those fittings and should 

be left in place. 

Wayne Betker 
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AGM RESULTS 

We also had a very positive Annual General Meeting with 5 senior and local Park 

representatives. A brief summary of what was presented follows: 

• Park officials are working closely with all provincial cottage owner associations to be 

as transparent as possible and have open dialogue on issues that affect us all. 

 

• The Parks department is partnering with Travel Manitoba to ensure that our provincial 

parks are a positive tourist attraction. This means that increased focus and upgrades 

to our parks are likely to occur. 

 

• The government has stated that all capital projects in the park will be paid for by the 

province. The immediate capital project list at Grand Beach includes the new sewage 

lagoon; the dismantling of the sewage treatment plant; building a lift station where 

the current sewage treatment plant is located; constructing force main piping to 

move sewage from the lift station to the new sewage lagoon; and upgrades to our 

water system. At this time no decision has been made on whether or not the lift station 

and force main piping is the most economical and viable solution. 

 

• One of the problems that Parks have is that they do not have accurate data on how 

much sewage is generated at each facility within the park. Therefore they have 

installed water meters on all the washrooms so that they have better data to make 

appropriate decisions. They do acknowledge that at least 85% of Grand Beach 

cottagers have holding tanks and are therefore not contributing to the sewage flow to 

the treatment plant. The data will be helpful in determining what size of force main 

piping will be necessary (10 inch vs 4 inch) if that is their final decision. 

 

• The freeze on provincial park lease fees will remain in effect until 2020. Parks are 

looking at a lease fee model that will be based on raw land values as one option. We 

will be consulted before any final decisions are made on future lease fees so that they 

are fair and equitable. 

 

• The state of our lagoon is tragic and Parks recognize that something has to be done to 

reverse the damage that is occurring. At present the lagoon is not useable for 

swimming, boating, and dogs. The cottagers at our AGM made some valid comments 

which Park officials took note of and will have experts assess their viability. From our 

perspective, dredging or digging out the channel seems like the best solution however 

this will be expensive as the distance to dredge could be at least half a kilometer. 

 

………..continued on next page 
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• The washrooms in the cottage area are in need of significant upgrading which leads 

Parks to question the need for all of those washrooms, especially since a large majority 

of cottage owners have their own washrooms & holding tanks. Further discussions will 

be held with the GBCOA executive to determine appropriate future decisions on the 

existing public washrooms. Any washrooms which would be demolished would be left 

as green space. 

 

• Mark Sinclair confirmed that on a trial basis they will offer to pick up leaves in the 

spring time and in the late fall in the couple of weeks prior to the Thanksgiving 

weekend. All leaves need to be in paper bags and left beside the garbage bins.  

 

• Mark applied to the Parks department for funding for our playground structure project. 

That request was approved and they will top up our fundraising to ensure that the 

playground structure at the community club is built. Anticipated start date would be 

the fall of 2020 but may be sooner. 

 

• A dog park area is being considered for the beach area just east of the channel and 

possibly towards the north park area near 7th avenue.  

 

Wayne Betker 

LAKE WINNIPEG ALGAE PROBLEMS 

A few weeks ago I attended a presentation by the Lake Winnipeg Foundation. A number 

of community organizations on Lake Winnipeg were also in attendance. The algae 

problem can be primarily traced to large quantities of phosphorus entering the lake from 

our contributory waterways. This phosphorus is due to runoff from farm fields; leaching of 

waste from the hog industry; the disappearance of watershed areas; and the City of 

Winnipeg to name a few. The City of Winnipeg has certain waste treatment equipment 

that has not worked for over 10 years and thus they are contributing phosphorus at 3.74 

time the acceptable levels. 

With the upcoming provincial and federal elections, we all need to question each 

candidate on what their party is prepared to do to stop the deterioration of Lake 

Winnipeg. In addition if you were to write a personal letter to the provincial premier and 

the minister of sustainable development expressing your deep concern over this matter, 

know that each letter they receive equates to 1,000 voters with the same concerns. 

Large volumes of letters about an issue, such as the Lake Winnipeg algae, get the 

attention of our elected representatives and motivate them to take the matter more 

seriously. If you want action, then you need to write. 

Wayne Betker 
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GRAND BEACH COMMUNITY PLAYGROUND 

 

After two summers of fundraising, with the generous 

contribution from the GBCOA, Gray's food service & the 

awesome support from our community members - we have 

raised over $ 40,000 ‼️  

We have also received confirmation that the Parks will be 

pitching in the rest of the funds needed to complete our 

Community Playground! 

We are beyond excited to plan a space to be enjoyed by 

kids of all ages and to create a fun hang out place around 

our Grand Beach Clubhouse.  

 

COMING SPRING 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Playground Committee 
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BIKE RALLY 2019 

This year’s Bike Rally organizers: 

Kerry and Jeff White, & Shelly 

and Dave Rogne would like to 

thank all the people and local 

businesses who helped sponsor 

the 2019 Bike Rally this year. 

We could not put on these 

types of events without your 

consistent and endless 

support. It truly takes a village 

and we have one of the best 

villages imaginable! There 

were over 40 businesses and 

individuals from pit stops to 

prizes who helped make 

2019”s Bike Rally a huge 

success. Thank you from all of 

us. And to our new Bike Rally 

winners “The Flintstones”: we 

look forward to your 2020 Rally 

and the spin you put on our 

most successful Grand Beach 

event every year!! 

Winners — ”The Flintstones” 
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Thank you to everyone who came out to 

make bingo a fun time this year.  A big 

thank you to my callers Terri, Betty, Carly 

and Matt  

You guys did an awesome job! 

Lisa Radlinsky 

Bingo Chairperson  

A big “thank you” to everyone who will be taking part in this 

year’s Lip Sync.  To the variety of artists I thank you for your time 

and effort; to Butch and Myckel Markiw my deepest thanks for 

your friendship and a great sound system; to my husband 

Paddy for working the lights and helping with setup etc.; to 

Sherby and company for collecting the donations; my 

daughter Karen for curtain setup; and my grandson Keenan 

the stage manager; Irv and Glenn for looking after 

photography and television.  

A reminder that each of the following charities - Children’s Wish 

Foundation, Heart & Stroke Foundation and Cancer Care 

Manitoba - received $375 last year from the Cottage Owners 

Association. Let’s up that number to $500 each this year.  

Lip Sync is put on by your friends and neighbours. Come along 

and support and enjoy each and every act. See you Sunday! 

Pat Daly 

LIP SYNC 2019 
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Hi Kids—Thank you for joining us at arts and 

crafts and all the other kid’s activities this 

summer.  We had so much fun and it was extra 

special having you join us! 

We are looking forward to seeing you all next year! 

Ashley, Morgan, Matt, Gillian 
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Ma Ma Mia did we have fun!  Sweet 

Caroline was looking for Run Around Sue 

who was Fishing in the Dark under a 

beautiful Neon Moon.  Those Knockin' 

Boots were Rockin' the Wagon  Wheel while 

doing the Red Hot Salsa.  The More I 

Drank the more you Boot Scootin' Boogied.   

 

What a 

summer! 

Thanks to 

everyone 

who came 

out.  

See you next 

year!!!! 

 

Judy Hall 
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The GBCOA would like to thank Peg City Yoga  

for dedicating their Saturday mornings to our Grand Beach yogis! 
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Playground Structure Fundraisers 

Watching the Beautiful Sunsets & Sunrises 

Socials 

Pickleball &Tennis 

Bingo 

Line Dancing 

Sports Day 

Family 

Dances 

Trick or Treat 

Lip Sync 

Yoga 

Crib 

Building 

Sandcastles 

Movies 

Bike Rallys 

Arts & 
Crafts 

Winter Wonderland 

Boating 

 

A Summer of Colorful Moments to Remember & Cherish 

Walks on 

the Beach 

Bake & Book Sales 

Yard Sales 

Rainy Days 

Sunshine 

Volunteers Friendships 

Bird Watching 

Swimming 

Windsurfing 

Fishing 

Nature 

Lemonade 

Stands Painting Rocks 

Star Gazing Smores 

Jogging 

Celebrations 

Canada Day 

 

Taking Photos Pub Night 

Mini Olympics 

Tie Dye 

Dog Show 

Science Mania 

Trivia 

Bonfires 

Baking Cookies 

Ice cream 

Fireworks 

Haunted House 

Barbecues 

Soccer Boardwalk 



 

SAND DUNE News September 2019—Page 16 

Only two more 

Seasons until 

 we are back!  

Enjoy them all! 

Winter Spring 

Summer Autumn 

 see you soon 


