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Message from your GBCOA President, Wayne Betker

Welcome Cottagers
Well this has been a very stressful few months, so we are all hoping that the summer
at our cottages makes us feel more safe and normal. For now we are still required to
avoid large groups ("gatherings will be restricted to a maximum of 10 people in
Manitoba at indoor and outdoor premises"*) and to continue to social distance. As
you can appreciate, this is a major challenge for the operation of the Grand Beach
Community Club. Your board members have been closely monitoring the Federal
and Provincial Health Department advisories and the more recent easing of
guidelines to determine if we can move forward to offer our summer activities for the
cottagers. At this time we are in a holding pattern but running out of time to commit to
the normal operation of the Community Club.
If the Community Club is not able to operate this summer, our Treasurer, Murray
Botterill, has calculated that we could face a net loss of at least $9,000.00. The major
ongoing cost for the Club is insurance at $6,800.00. If you can purchase a Club
Membership, that would be very much appreciated. Any membership income will
help defray costs of operating the Community Club. We will keep everyone updated
through our Facebook page and website as to any membership initiatives.

Stay informed all summer long!
Join our Facebook group: Grand Beach Cottage Owners Association
Visit our website: http://www.gbcoa.ca
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Parks has recently announced that Grand Beach will have the water and washrooms
operational by the May long weekend and that the following will also be available for
use - playgrounds; picnic areas; campgrounds; the beach; and trails. Again, social
distancing and small group gathering requirements must be adhered to. Cottagers
are encouraged to now purchase their park passes online. Details of the process can
be found at gov.mb.ca/elicensing.
This past fall, GBCOA joined the Manitoba Provincial Park Cottage Owners
Association (MPPCOA) to gain a unified voice in dealing with the Provincial
Government on developing a fair and equitable process for establishment of our
cottage lease rates. As you know, the government wants to phase in increased land
lease rates over a 5 year period to bring our lease fees in line with their operating
costs. The MPPCOA has been actively pursuing various Provincial government
parties for several years to release actual operating costs of our Provincial Parks so
that there is complete transparency on how new lease rates will be determined. This
process is ongoing and you will be notified of any changes that affect us.
On a sad note, a couple of notable cottagers passed away this past fall. Chris Sands
passed away at the age of 99. Chris was the first President of GBCOA and worked
tirelessly for the benefit of our cottagers. Chris was an avid tennis player and spent
many years with a group of fellow cottagers playing tennis several times a week. We
also lost Irene Frater, wife of Jack Frater, at the age of 88. Jack and Irene were also
active in the community club and Grand Beach was where they enjoyed time with
family and friends. Irene had an illustrious life as an accomplished athlete and Jack is
a recognized Legend of Grand Beach. Our condolences go out to both families.
We have had some personnel changes to our Board of Directors with the following
individuals leaving - Judy Hall, Cat Schalla, Brent Olynyk, and Sheryl Holmes. A big
thank you to each of you for your time and efforts. Judy Hall will remain involved with
teaching line dancing. The newest members to join our board are Murray Botterill,
Stacey Ross, Brett Chestley, and Duane Clefstad. We are excited with the talent and
enthusiasm that each of these new members bring to our board. Those individuals
who continue to remain on the board are - Carly Friesen, Mike Ross, Sandra MarriottSilver, David Rogne, Shelly Rogne, Tracey Kirby-Savard, Lea Rioux, Irv Simmonds,
Marnie Rand-Gadient, Kerry Forgeron, Graham Silver, and Doren Roberts. Thanks to
each of you for your commitment and ongoing efforts to make Grand Beach the place
to be. Lisa Radlinsky also remains an invaluable volunteer in charge of our bingo
evenings; Crib Night; and purchasing all the canteen and cleaning supplies. Terri Eide
continues to be our membership coordinator and Donna Harding does a great job on
our newsletters. Thanks to each of you.
* This information is taken directly from the Manitoba COVID-19 website when I
wrote my President's report.
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GBCOA Executive Members
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Member at Large:
Board Members:

Bingo Coordinator:

Wayne Betker
Carly Friesen
Murray Botterill
Stacey Ross
Mike Ross
Brett Chestley
Duane Clefstad
Kerry Forgeron
Tracey Kirby-Savard
Sandra Marriott-Silver
Marnie Rand-Gadient
Lea Rioux
Doren Roberts
Dave Rogne
Shelly Rogne
Graham Silver
Irv Simmonds
Lisa Radlinsky

Newsletter articles can be emailed to
donna.harding@shaw.ca
The deadline for the July issue is June 15th
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RAKED LEAVES
If you are out at your cottage raking leaves, the Park maintenance staff have agreed
to pick up leaves in paper bags at the garbage bins on the following weekends:
•

The May long weekend (16, 17 & 18)

•

The weekend after the May long weekend (23 & 24)

Please do not place your leaves in plastic garbage bags; place the bags in the
garbage bins; or dump loose leaves in the park. The paper bags are to be left
beside the bins—not in the bins and not loose.
We are thankful for this extra level of service that they are providing.
Thanks for being considerate.

Subscribe to the Grand Beach Cottage Owners Association

"

mailing list!
To stay up to date on current news and events, be sure to
subscribe to our mailing list on our website.
Go to www.gbcoa.ca and
enter your email address to subscribe!
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Hantavirus


Hantavirus is spread by deer mice and rodents through urine, saliva and droppings
airborne contamination or direct contact). It is rare but can cause Hantavirus
Pulmonary Syndrome.



Prevent and protect yourself and family by: keeping mice out of your cottage and
sheds; be cautious with cleaning mouse contaminated areas – follow instructions from
the Manitoba Health Guidelines. These instructions include: airing out contaminated
areas before cleaning; do not sweep or vacuum - use damp mop, or damp cloth
(dampen with bleach disinfectant); and wear gloves.



Bleach Disinfectant = 1 part household bleach to 9 parts water.
See MB Fact Sheet on Hantavirus infection for more detailed information:
http://www.gov.mb.ca/health/publichealth/cdc/fs/Hantavirusfs.pdf

Fire Pit Safety for Cottagers
Having a camp fire is a long-time tradition for many cottage owners. While this activity is fun and brings family and
friends together there are safety precautions and neighbour courtesies to think about. Please consider the following
when planning and having your camp fire.
1. Ensure that burning is allowed and that there is no fire ban due to dry weather.
2.

Ensure that it is not too windy to have a fire – if wind is greater than 15km/hr the smoke will drift into your neighbour’s
property.

3.

Ensure that fire pit is 3 meters away from: buildings, overhead branches and wires, and fences.

4.

Only burn clean, dry, unpainted wood should be used. Cutting trees or removing dead brush or trees is not
permitted in the Provincial Park.

5.

Fires should ideally be in an approved fire pit constructed of concrete, masonry, heavy gauge metal or other noncombustible material. There should be a grill over the fire.

6. Fires should be supervised by a person 18 years of age or older at all times.
7. Fires should be kept under control and within the fire pit.
8. There should be water or sand to extinguish the fire readily available.

9. Consider your neighbours – especially, if you know that a neighbour has respiratory/breathing problems,
please consider wind direction and smoke drift when planning your fire.
10. Ensure your fire is extinguished at the end of the evening.

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping us all safe and happy while we enjoy our
cottage life!
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Fire Bans and Fire Pits

Excerpt from R.M. of St. Clements web-site

About Burning Bans
From time to time, when conditions are very dry and there is a high risk of wild fires, the RM will call
for a burning ban until conditions change. When a burning ban is in effect, no outdoor fires are
allowed including fires contained in fire pits and solid fuel burning appliances. Use of fireworks is
also prohibited.
During a burning ban, transfer stations will not accept burnable material. If you don’t want to wait
for the burning ban to be lifted, Libau landfill will accept your burnables for a fee and will bury
them, not burn them.

Fire Pit Safety Guidelines

Approved fire pit

The fire pit or outdoor solid fuel appliance should:

•

Be enclosed on all sides and constructed of masonry, concrete,
heavy gauge metal or other non combustible materials

•

Be covered with a non-combustible grate or mesh

•

If it has a chimney, have mesh or a spark arrester installed

•

Be located on a flat, level and noncombustible base and clear
overhangs, such as roofs, tree branches, or utility wires

•

Have a minimum clearance of 3 metres or 10 feet from any structures or combustibles (ie,
fences, trees, hydro poles) and property lines

•

When in use, be attended by a responsible adult until the fire has been fully extinguished

of

General Burning Rules
•

Fires are not permitted under severe wind conditions or when atmosphere or local
circumstances make such fires a hazard

•

Fires cannot be used to burn garbage, rubbish, previously painted or treated wood and
any fuel which , when burned, may result in dense smoke or offensive odors.

•

A means of extinguishing should be onsite such a s a portable fire extinguisher or
garden hose

•

Smoke from outdoor fire pits and outdoor solid fuel burning appliance shall not impact
on neighboring properties by releasing offensive odors that are annoying, unpleasant,
or a nuisance

All fires must be limited in size so the available fire fighting resources at hand may easily
control them
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New Provincial Park Pass & Permit System
The Provincial Government is implementing a new on-line licensing system and everyone
is encouraged to set up an on-line account in order to purchase your annual park pass
(and other permits). The cost of an annual park pass will be $44.50 which includes a fee
of $4.50 for an outside firm to administer the program.
One benefit of the new e-licensing program is that you will be able to register 2 vehicles
for that $44.50. In order to register a vehicle or more, you will need to input the license
number of each vehicle. Each park pass (which you print at home) will display the license
number of the vehicle and cannot be used on a vehicle with a different license plate
number. You also can not change the license plate number at a later time without
incurring a new licensing fee. Some retailers will be authorized to sell passes however
you can expect delays at the retail level as they have to enter your information and print
out your pass - so you can imagine the delays when everyone is standing in line waiting
for a clerk to handle your request and everyone else who needs a park pass. Fees and
process for day passes will be slightly different.
The $44.50 can cover two vehicles identified with their license plate numbers then the
cost per vehicle is less than we paid in the past. If a family only has one vehicle, they can
arrange to share the fee with a neighbour and register the two vehicles that way. Only
one of those two neighbours would be able to do the online process but register the
neighbours vehicle at the same time.

for full information on this new system search
gov.mb.ca/elicensing

GRAND BEACH COMMUNITY PLAYGROUND
The Playground Fundraising Committee is excited to announce that we
hope to break ground on the site this spring. Funds raised through our
community, as well as those allocated by Parks, will go toward the
construction. As we look forward to gearing up for this build we would
like to thank all those who contributed. We look forward to extending the
engraved brick fundraiser so that any families who missed out still could
have time to take part.
Stay tuned for all of the excitement to come!
Carly Friesen
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